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Reading books
Your child will be bringing home two books per week: one book will be at a level appropriate to challenging them, either through the vocabulary or the meaning of what they are reading, and the other will be at a more accessible level just below. The rationale behind this goes back to our aims for reading: developing confidence and competence as well as fostering independence and enjoyment. 
We do not use one reading scheme in school and so the books your child will be bringing home will be selected from a variety of schemes, all of which are then re-banded according to Reading Recovery Levels.  The ‘level’ or ‘colour’ on the back of the book may vary according to the scheme but the coloured sticker on the side will indicate the ‘band’ as recognised by the school. 
Regardless of reading level, pupils are entitled to borrow any books from the class library to read at home if they so choose; we do not restrict their personal choices, as we want to encourage choice and independence, so do be aware that they may choose a challenging book which might be difficult for them to access without your support. Children who are reading ‘beyond the bands’ are encouraged to choose from our library or may bring their own choice of book to read in school.
Oxford Reading Buddy
Oxford Reading Buddy is our online reading platform (replacing Bug Club) for which each child has a unique username and password. This will be shared with you when the teachers have set up their classes on the platform in the first half of the autumn term. 
Sight words
Additionally, in Foundation Phase and where appropriate in KS2, your child will be bringing home lists of High Frequency Sight Words (words that they will see very often that they just have to recognise) which match the words they will need to learn for their instructional reading level. The lists will come home on a weekly basis. Children will need to be confident in reading these words before moving on to another set. Therefore, please note that word lists may not change every week; the class teacher will be continually assessing your child’s progress through phonics and Group/Individual Reading lessons and change the words as appropriate to each pupil.  
Diaries
We really appreciate parents/carers taking the time to use the diaries to celebrate their child’s success with the class teacher. Parents/carers may also wish to notify the teacher of any challenges faced. Teachers and Teaching Assistants will respond as appropriate but please note that they will not respond every time in detail. You will know that the diary has been seen/discussed when you see an initial/stamp in the school response column. 
As pupils progress and become more proficient readers, they should become more independent in responding to what they have read; you may see opportunities for this, for example, in the form of a book review, as opposed to a home reading diary, particularly at the top end of the school.
For information about how we determine your child’s reading level, a bit about how Oxford Reading Buddy works and top tips about how you can best help your child with reading, please see the school website. 
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